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SUBJECT: IRELAND'S EIRST TRADE MISSION TO USSR 

1. IRELAND'S FIRST TRADE MISSION TO THE USSR RETURNED TO DUBLIN 
MAY 24 AFTER EIVE DAYS IN THE SOVIET UNION. THE MISSION WAS LED 

BY MINISTER FOR INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE JUSTIN KEATING AND INCLUDED 
REPRESENTATIVES OF TWENTY-ONE IRISH FIRMS AS WELL AS GOVERNMENT 
OFEICIALS. A COUNSELOR IN THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AEFAIRS WHO 
ACCOMPANIED THE MISSION DESCRIBED IT AS A DUAL PURPOSE TRADE 
MISSION AND MINISTERIAL DELEGATION TO DISCUSS ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONS. 

2. WITH REGARD TO THE TRADE ASPECT, OF TWENTY-ONE EIRMS REPRESENT- 
ED SEVEN CONCLUDED CONTRACTS WITH THE SOVIETS EOR GOODS WORTY 
500,000 POUNDS (ABOUT $1.2 MILLION). ANOTHER HALF-MILLION POUNS 

IN SALES IS EXPECTED DURING 1975 AS DIRECT RESULT OF THE MISSION. 
IRELAND IS ANXIOUS TO IMPROVE ITS TRADE BALANCE WITH THE SOVIET 
UNION. 1974 IMPORTS FROM USSR WERE VALUED AT 15.7 MILLION POUNDS, 
ALMOST 50 PERCENT EUEL OILS AND SPIRIT) WHILE IRISH EXPORTS TO 
THE USSR WERE ONLY 8.4 MISSION POUNDS, OF WHICH SEVEN MILLION 
POUNDS REPRESENTED SALES OF INTERVENTION BEEF. IRISH OFFICIALS 
BELIEVE IRELAND COULD SELL 7 TO 8 MILLION POUNDS OF GOODS PER 
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YEAR TO THE SOVIETS ON A REGULAR BASIS AND THEY THINK THERE IS A 
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PROMISING MARKET FOR IRISH INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS. 

3. REGARDING ECONOMIC COOPERATION, IRELAND HAS NO AGREEMENT WITH 
THE SOVIETS AT PRESENT. THEY WOULD LIKE TO HAVE SUCH AN AGREEMENT 
AS A VEHICLE TO DEVELOP TRADE. MINISTER KEATING REACHED AGREEM- 
ENT WITH THE SOVIETS ONLY TO EXPLORE FURTHER THE POSSIBILITIES TO 
A FORMAL AGREEMENT. NO TIME WAS FIXED FOR THE CONTINUATION OF THE 
DISCUSSIONS. OUR CONTACT AT THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
SAID THAT THE DISCUSSIONS WERE CONFINED ENTIRELY TO ECONOMIC 
TOPICS AND NO POLITICAL SUBJECTS WERE BROACHED. 
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